From; ustiben.2 <ustiben.2@nt!wor!d.com> 

Organization: BAH 

To; "dale.farm" <dale.farm@ntlworld.ccm> 
Date: Saturday, June 10, 2006 9:39 am 
Subject; Re: DALE FARM: PRIVACY BREACH 


dale. farm wrote; 

> 

> Ustiben report 

> DALE FARM: OUR RIGHTS 

> BREACHED BY BASILDON" 

> By Grattan Puxer. 

> 

> A major new dispute has arisen 

> between the besieged residents of 

> Britain’s largest Gypsy township and 

> the local council - this tii*e over 

> alleged breaches of privacy. 

> 

> Basildon has twice published 

> confidential medical and social welfare 

> data concerning several hundred 

> Travellers it wants to expel from the 

> district. 

> 

> In the latest incident on 24 January, 

> when a council committee oonf i rmed plans 

> to bulldoze 120 Gypsy horses, private family 

> dt; tails were printed in an agenda and 

> posted on a website. 

> 

> "Why is all this personal data being 

> published?" asked Bridie Jones,- of Gypsy 

> and Traveller Af feiro. this your way of 

> Hearing their names?" 

> 

> Committee chairperson Sylvia 

> Buckley, wife of Tory council leader Malcolm 

> Buckley,- denied there had been a breach 

> of the Data Protection Act, An official present 

> con firmed this view. 

> 

> But over 60 residents at Dale Farm have 

> now filed formal complaints. These have been 

> forwarded to deputy leader of the Labour 

> Party Alan. Davies.*, who has. undertaken to 

> take up the issue . 

> 

> Residents say that as a result oi a story 

> by a local newspaper based on the data placed 

> in the public detain, they have been facing 

- increased opposition and hostility. This has in 

> turn fed into the snti-Gyp 3 y campaign led by 

> Tory MP John Baron. 

> 

> Duplicates of the complaints have also 

> been sent to the UK Information Commissioner, 

> who overseas compliance with data protection laws, 

> and to Trevor Phillips, chair *f the Commission 

> for Racial Equality, with a request for action. 
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> The CRE will be party to a judicial review 

> next month challenging Basildon’s policy towards 

> Gypsies, which hss been characterised by Pale 

> Farm supporters as comparable to ethnic-cleansing. 

> 

> Meanwhile, the leader of Basilden's 

> Labour Party group Nigel Smith says the 

> council's decision to evict scsne 1,000 

> Travellers from their own land could be 
* "tainted by racism" . 

> 

> He says direct action force should 

> not be used against Dale Farm. Fellow 

> Labour Party councillor Swat antra 

> Nandanwar was the sole member of 
-> the development control ccasrittee 

> to vote against eviction. 

> 

> Before the meeting, Mr Nandarrwar 

> was under pressure not to speak. He has 

> since been reported to a standards beard 

> for allegedly failing to declare an interest, in 

> that he had previously visited and spoken 

> with Dale Farm residents. 


, 


